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Political developments of recent years have led to a considerable increase in Europe and

the USA, of interest in the Arab world and in Islam. No comprehensive international

reference work has taken this development into account so far. However, the need for

such a compendium, with contemporary persons of this region, is great. The Arab-

Islamic Biographical Archive. Series II (AIBA II) fills this gap. It follows on directly

from the first part, the Arab-Islamic Biographical Archive, providing biographies of per-

sonalities from the Arab and Islamic world of the 20th and 21st centuries. 

In AIBA II about 70,000 people are represented; significant, prominent people as well

as persons who were probably less well-known until now; persons from almost all

groups in society, and of all political and ideological inclinations.

Geographically, the archive extends from the Mediterranean region right across the

Arabian Peninsula, Iran and Central Asia, to Islamic India and South-East Asia.

The AIBA II includes about 150 general biographical encyclopaedias, regionally orien-

tated collective biographies, biographical encyclopaedias covering specific groups of

people and professions (e.g. artists, musicians, journalists, scientists, politicians, foreign

travellers, specialists in Middle Eastern and oriental studies), biographical articles from

general encyclopaedias of the modern Orient, as well as essays from professional jour-

nals containing biographies. Many of the evaluated source works were published only

in small editions and are barely accessible.

Most of the approximately 90,000 biographical entries are written in English and

French, with some also in Italian and German, and others written bilingually (e.g.

Arabic-French, Arabic-German or English-French). They were compiled from sources

published between 1885 and 2004. The works in Arabic have been provided with

English abstracts, thus making them accessible to a greater number of users.

The compilation of the biographies in the Arab-Islamic Biographical Archive.

Series II is unique, not only in regard to the cultural group and the underlying geo-

graphical region, but also the variety of the source works upon which it draws. It is an

important enrichment for every library.

The list of sources can be obtained from the publishers or downloaded from the website

at www.saur.de.
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and Zelmíra Urra Muena

1995–2002. 560 fiches. Reader factor 24x

Silver: € 10,800.00. ISBN 3-598-33881-3

Diazo: € 9,800.00. ISBN 3-598-33880-5

The Middle East: A Documentary
Resource
Published by Primary Source Microfilm in

association with The Public Records Office

Available:

Series 1:Arab-Israeli Relations, 1917–1970
151 reels. Price on request

Series 2: Iran from the Fall of the Qajars to the
White Revolution. Ca. 100 reels. Price on request

Who’s Who in the Arab World 2005–2006
Ed. by Publitec Publications and K. G. Saur

17th ed. 2004. Ca. 1.100 pp. Hb. € 468.00
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German Books on Islam from the 16th
Century to 1900
Microfiche edition. Compiled by Jutta Çikar and

Mustafa Çikar
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2002–2003. 788 fiches. Reader factor 24x
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Part 2: History of the Arab World and Persia
2003–2004. 1,087 fiches. Reader factor 24x

Silver: € 9,400.00. ISBN 3-598-35291-3

Diazo: € 8,000.00. ISBN 3-598-35290-5
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The bibliography of the filmed works is also

available electronically in MARC or MAB format.
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18th ed. 2004. Ca. 600 pp. Hb. € 240.00 

ISBN 3-598-07725-4
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