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About this Title

From the 6th to 11th centuries, the prohibition of marriage between relatives (incest) often headed the agenda of legislative
assemblies and can be seen as a key topic of this age. The reasons for this unique development have occupied ethnologists,
sociologists and historians for quite some time. This book is the first to trace the radical expansion of marriage prohibitions across
epochs and advances the thesis that this development came about as a result of the decline of power in Antiquity and the changing
functions of legislation.
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